
 

 

15th January 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Lockdown update 

I am writing at the end of what I am sure has been a very long two weeks for us all! Thank you for 

your continued feedback and support. We are pleased to see such a high level of positive 

engagement from pupils (and parents), and have been made aware of issues which we need to 

improve. We have also fallen victim to the perhaps inevitable IT problems; I hope the particular 

difficulties that we (and many other schools) are experiencing with Teams have now been 

successfully and permanently resolved. 

We are constantly reviewing and seeking to improve our provision. Of course, we cannot do that 

without feedback from pupils and parents. We will be sending a questionnaire for you to complete to 

help us shape our remote learning for the next 4 weeks (as a minimum). We will also be organising 

some parent forums for you to be able to discuss our remote learning in more detail. 

I hope you are now familiar with our timetable. I do not envisage making any significant changes to 

this to ensure you are able to establish successful routines. I am keen for pupils to take 

responsibility for structuring their week, enabling them to allocate appropriate “off screen” time and 

ensure they are able to study independently. We have deliberately scheduled a certain amount of 

flexibility into the timetable, to help pupils take ownership of their learning, and to support those of 

you with larger families to share space and resources. However, perhaps most importantly, we are 

keen for children to be able to dedicate time away from a screen and hopefully to exercise in the 

fresh air.  

As you would expect, our “blended” provision is firmly based on the best nationally recognised 
educational research. Indeed, the evidence from the last lockdown is that our current pupils in years 
6, 7 and 8 continued to succeed academically, and many progressed well above national 
expectations. Many of our staff also recognised how well a significant number of pupils developed 
as resilient, independent learners. I believe this can only be achieved through us continuing to work 
positively together. 

As this crisis continues, we will evolve our provision. It is essential that pupils maintain their current 
levels of commitment, continue to complete all the work that is being set and ensure it is of the 
highest possible standard. As you are aware from our help sheet sent at the beginning of the week, 
all lessons are recorded and teachers are readily available to help and support with any particular 
issues you may be experiencing. Please use these contacts and do not struggle alone. As this 



situation develops, we are conscious that we will need to provide more bespoke support and 
respond to individual pupil needs either as a whole or for their particular subject concerns.  

I should remind you that our provision is deliberately structured to ensure teachers are available on 
Teams or via email to develop this individual support as necessary. We will always modify the work 
expectations; reducing the volume for those who are struggling and of course providing resources 
and extension activities when required.  
 
We are having feedback from some pupils and parents with concerns that they have finished all 
their work. To paraphrase the wise words of Mr Deas, some of them believe “…that there is a prize 
for finishing first, rather than making sure it is the very best they can do!”. If you are concerned that 
your child does not have enough work, or indeed if they have finished all tasks, please contact their 
subject teachers to ensure they have completed everything to the expected standard. 
 
We are very aware of the social and emotional issues that many of our community are struggling 

with during this time. Again, please contact us as a matter of urgency if your child needs some extra 

support. Mrs Deas is conducting tutor group well-being sessions and we will be scheduling “drop-

ins” for pupils who would like to have individual discussions with their form tutor. Our Year 8 

prefects continue to work together remotely and are developing some mental health resources that 

they will be delivering to all pupils. Please take the time to engage with this. 

Mr Tatton will be co-ordinating a number of House and charity activities that we would like to 

develop as an addition to the daily academic provision. (I am particularly keen to enter the Bake 

Off!) We will be updating you all with further details of these activities in the very near future. 

Lateral Flow Tests for KS3 pupils 

You will be aware that the Government have decided that all schools should become mass testing 

centres. We have begun to administer Lateral Flow tests for some of the KS3 pupils who are 

currently attending and the tests are also available for staff who are on-site. 

These tests are voluntary. The logistical challenges we will face when tasked to safely and 

effectively offer them for all our KS3 pupils are huge and I will update you with our plans once I have 

further details. 

Kind regards 

 

P J Bowers 
Headteacher 


