
 

 

24th February 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Welcome back to the new half term, and what we all hope will be the final short period of home 

learning. I am sure you will appreciate that in the light of Monday’s announcements, there will be no 

changes to our current home learning provision for these next 2 weeks. 

School re-opening – 8th March 

We are, of course extremely excited (and incredibly relieved!) to be welcoming back all our pupils 

on the 8th March. It seems so long ago since we had our usual full, vibrant school. There is of 

course much for us to consider and plan for in advance of this date, and I will be writing to you all to 

confirm detailed arrangements no later than the start of next week. 

Lateral Flow Tests for Year 7 and 8 pupils 

As you will no doubt be aware, the Government have decided that all KS3 pupils should undertake 

a lateral flow test, supervised by the school, before they return to the classroom. They will need a 

further two “school administered” tests before they are permitted to undertake these tests at home.  

As a Middle School, our urgent concern now is the planning and delivery of these tests. As you will 

understand, our resources, both in terms of staffing and facilities to undertake potentially 200+ tests 

are very limited. (Particularly when we factor in all KS2 pupils returning on the same day!) 

Mrs Baker (Deputy Headteacher) is urgently leading on these plans and has already written to KS3 

parents asking them to confirm their child’s involvement in the tests.  

Once we have these confirmed numbers, we will be able to finalise our plans. 

I have considered many different options as to how we can deliver this latest Government directive. 

Were we to deliver the tests during the school week, this would cause huge disruption and ultimate 

delays to the full return of all of our pupils. It could potentially delay the smooth reintegration and 

return to normality by up to two weeks. I believe our pupils have missed too much school already, 

and I do not want to further delay their return. 

To avoid this, we need your help and support. 

I am considering offering two options for families of KS3 children, which would enable us to ensure 

all pupils return with no delay on the 8th March. (Of course, no child should be returning, or 

accessing a test, if they are displaying any of the Covid symptoms!) 



 The first (and most preferable of these) is that you take your child to one of the local testing 

centres on Sunday 7th and 14th March, to have a test administered by a medical 

professional. Your child will then receive confirmation of their test on their mobile phone, 

which we will accept as proof on their return on the 8th and 15th March.  

 

There are a number of test venues close to school, including Codsall Leisure Centre. The link below 

enables you to book a test in advance. 

https://staffordshire.zipporah.co.uk/TrackAndTrace/ 

If the majority of you are able to support us by undertaking the tests at a local centre, that would 

significantly reduce the burden on our provision.  

 If you are unable to access a local test centre, then I plan to open the school site on Sunday 

7th March and Sunday 14th March to administer the first and third tests of the programme. 

(The second test will be delivered during the school week). 

 

If every family engages with this plan, then school can open fully from the 8th March and our 

planning and focus can be directed towards every child’s well-being and academic progress. 

Could I ask that you complete the attached Forms Questionnaire confirming your preference for 

accessing the tests? I will need this information by Friday 26th February at the latest. Once we 

have confirmed numbers, we will allocate your child a fixed time slot and confirm all detailed 

arrangements at the start of next week.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=caXyTzVEM0q3Uc8HZCaCUOFqvicFGNp

DuwILXmsjvh9UMjJBT1hRVjhFQ0tJMDNJMFY1RFBXMlNPNS4u 

Volunteering 

Of course, it is not just KS3 families who can help us during this time. To ensure the on-site testing 

runs as smoothly (and swiftly) as possible, we would appreciate your help as volunteers on these 

days. This could be helping with the test administration, with the supervision of children as they 

undertake the test themselves, or even as car park attendants!   

At this stage, I simply require an indication that you can help in principle. I appreciate some of you 

are from a medical background and could perhaps be of more assistance than those of us who are 

not. We will offer the support of the NHS online training; (this is very straightforward) for those of 

you who could help with the actual test administration. 

Mrs Baker is co-ordinating the programme and has asked any volunteers to contact her on 

covid19@codsall-middle.staffs.sch.uk. We will confirm further details by the start of next week. 

I appreciate this is an unusual request and indeed an unusual requirement for pupils to attend 

school on a Sunday for a lateral flow test! These are, of course, very unusual times.  

I hope you appreciate our motivation to fulfil these latest Government requirements with as little 

disruption as possible to the pupils in our care. 

Kind regards 

   
 

P J Bowers 
Headteacher 
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